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Project Description
due Apr. 9, 2012
The purpose of this project is to “discover” something related to an advanced database topic, possibly demonstrate its use and explain the process you went through, or discuss or compare it to more traditional approaches.  In demonstrating the use of a system, you should use some “local” data so that we can be sure you did the work yourself.
Here are some suggestions for topics:

· download one of the OODB systems from the http://www.oodbms.org website, and do an OO database assignment from a previous year.  See if you can execute queries like the ones in the lecture notes.  A checklist of features to comment on is given here.
· does any version of Java satisfy the checklist of features found here?
· download an XML database system from the http://www.w3.org/XML/Query/ web site (not Galax, eXist or Altova Spy) (go right to the bottom of the page where implementations are listed.)  Run this year’s or last year’s assignment 2.
· Use the XML features of DB2 or ORACLE, and show how to do this year’s or last year’s assignment 2.

· investigate Hadoop or Map/Reduce, What are they and how do they relate to databases?
· investigate and demonstrate the “explain” feature in DB2.

· what is benchmarking, what are the common database benchmarks?

· investigate what aspects of role-based access control have been implemented in commercially available or open-source database packages, and demonstrate with an example .

· explore some aspect of information retrieval.

· Other topics are possible in consultation with the professor.
What is required: 

· a proposal, which is  a 1 page description of what you plan to do, with some proper citations to sources you plan to make use of.

· a presentation of approximately 15 minutes on your topic.  
· a written report, of at least 10 pages, with subheadings and proper references to the literature, handed in on-line.  This report must be in your own words.

This web page will be updated from time to time.
